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tained an incomplete fracture or fissure six millimetres in length directed 
vertically from the upper border of the bone to a point of union of the right 
horn with the body of the bone. The large horn of the right wing of the 
thyroid cartilage was completely fractured some millimetres above its union 
with the lateral face of the cartilage. A vertical fracture in the middle line 
separated the cartilage into two portions for its entire length, the edges being 
turned outward, especially on the left .side. There were two symmetrical 
perpendicular fractures of the cricoid a little within the facets where the 
cricoid cartilage is articulated with the smaller horn of the thyroid cartilage, 
that on the right side being a centimetre in length, and that on the left 
being a little less extensive. 
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PSOROSPEEJIOSE FoLLICULAlRE V&GETANTE (DaRIEK). 

A. R. Robinson, of New York (Canadian Practitioner, vol. xvi.), gives an 
admirable exposition of this subject, which is now attracting so much atten¬ 
tion. According to Darier there exists in man a group of cutaneous diseases 
which merit the name of psorospermosis, being due to the presence in the 
epidermis of parasites of the order sporozaires, of the group psorosperms, or 
coccidia. In one of these diseases the coccidia of a particular species invade 
the follicular orifices of a greater portion of the cutaneous surface, where they 
appear in the form of round bodies, generally encysted and contained in the 
epithelial cells, or as refracting granules, the accumulation of which forms a 
plug which projects from the orifice of the follicle. This is the disease de¬ 
scribed by J. C. White as keratosis follicularis, and by Darier and Thibault 
under the name psorospermose folliculaire vcg&ante. Darier adds, that 
“ the presence of these bodies enables one to make a diagnosis of the disease, 
as they are not met with in any analogous clinical affection. The neck of the 
follicles invaded become secondarily the seat of papillomatous vegetations, 
which can develop to a great degree and form real tumors. The affection, 
from an etiological point of view, should be placed with Paget’s disease of 
the nipple, and probably with molluscum contagiosum.” 

Neisser, of Breslau, regards molluscum contagiosum as caused by psoro¬ 
sperms, but this view is not as yet generally accepted—many pathologists, 
like Robinson and others, regarding the molluscum bodies as chemically 
changed epithelial cells and ndt organisms, although believing the disease to 
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be a communicable one and parasitic in nature. In epithelioma, especially 
thatdinical form known as Paget’s disease of the nipple, which was generally 
considered to commence as an eczematous process, Wickham has endeavored 
to show that psorosperms are very abundant, and argues that they are essen¬ 
tial factors of the disease and the cause of the anatomical changes which 
occur. 

Robinson quotes the cases of J.C. White and of Darier, and gives the notes 
of a case observed by himself, Weiss and Lustgarten, of New York. All 
these cases represent the same affection. Dr. Robinson's microscopical studies 
upon his case show the disease to be a “ para-typical ” keratosis. Darier and 
Bowen (in White’s case) came to similar conclusions. 

Application of Drying-in Liniments (Linimenta Exsiccantia) in 
the Treatment of Skin Diseases. 

Professor Pick, of Prague (Prager mediein. Wochenschr., Jahrgang xvi.), 
after referring to the gelatin preparations brought forward by him some years 
ago, calls attention to a new remedy with which he has been experimenting, 
namely, bassorin (obtained from tragacanth). This kind of gum differs from 
gum arabicin being almost insoluble, but swells up with water into a syrupy 
mass which permits of being smeared over and rubbed into the skin in a 
remarkably satisfactory manner, and drying-in as a thin and delicate covering 
or film. The formula given consists of tragacanth 5 parts, glycerin 2 parts, 
water 100 parts, which makes the best consistence. It may be prepared hot 
or cold. According to the latter method, the finely powdered tragacanth is 
rubbed with water, the mas3 taking on a smooth syrupy or lanolin-like char¬ 
acter. The application is, when first used, cooling to inflamed skin. As it 
dries in, a fine, smooth, dry covering forms, with, in the case of inflamed skin, 
a feeling of tension, which however is not painful, and in its results is bene¬ 
ficial. 

A variety of medicaments, both soluble and insoluble, may be added to 
the base, as in the case of the gelatin preparations and pastes. 

Bassorin Paste: a New Base for Dermatological Preparations. 

This paste, proposed by Elliott ( Journal of Cutaneous and Genito-urinary 
Diseases, vol. ix.) is composed of bassorin, glycerin, water and dextrin. The 
author’s experience permits the following conclusions: 1. Bassorin paste is 
a perfectly neutral substance, which of itself produces no irritation whatever, 
and when used alone simply acts as a protective to the skin. It does not 
become rancid, or decompose, or undergo changes when kept for a length of 
time, unless it be exposed in an open vessel. When this is done it becomes 
dry and hard, but even then rubbing it up with a little water renders it again 
as serviceable as at first. 2. It is easy and simple in application, requiring 
only to be spread upon the skin with the finger or a brush. It dries in the 
space of a few minutes if so applied, adheres closely, does not rub off and soil 
the linen, but forms a flexible coat, which does not interfere with the move¬ 
ments of the body. When its removal is desired, the preparation can be 
washed off with a little water or a damp cloth or sponge. It remains in situ 
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without change for a variable length of time, depending upon the condition 
of the surface on which it has been applied. 3. With the bassorin paste 
almost any drug can be incorporated: those which exist in the form of 
powders or in solid form in any amount desired; the tare, ichthyol, and oily 
substances in smaller percentages, but sufficient for all practical purposes. 
4. The action of drugs incorporated with it and their effect upon disease 
appears to be as good as when such are used in other excipients—or perhaps 
better in some cases. 5. It is of wide applicability and of value in both acute 
and chronic forms of disease, its use being limited only by the degree of mois¬ 
ture on the surface being treated, or to which it may be exposed. 

The exact proportions of the various constituents of this paste are not given 
by the writer, it being added that the chief one is bassorin. 

Report of a Case of Lupus Vulgaris Treated with Koch’s 
Tuberculin. 

Loomis and Fuller report ( Journal of Cutaneous and Qenilo-urinary Dis¬ 
eases, 1891) a case of long-standing lupus treated successfully by Koch’s 
method. The disease was complicated by an epitheliomatous growth. The 
case was under treatment twelve weeks, receiving in all twenty-two injec¬ 
tions. Five weeks after the beginning of the treatment the disease appeared 
to be cured. Marked local changes and constitutional reaction occurred 
during the first two weeks, since which time fever reactions were noted hut 
twice; local disturbances continued during the first month, becoming less 
and less perceptible. The epithelioma has shown no reparative changes, 
although the injections were followed by evidences of local reaction. The 
highest dose was 0.015 c.c. As to the permanency of the cure time must 
decide. An interesting feature was the fact that the lymph rendered 
apparent foci of disease before unrecognized. 


Lupus Vulgaris Treated with Tuberculin : Death Results. 

A case of long standing lupus of face treated with tuberculin, in which 
death followed thirty-six hours after an injection of two milligrammes, is 
reported ( Wien. klin. Wochenschrift, iii. p. 972) by Garisch. The patient 
was otherwise healthy. At the same time several other patients were being 
treated by the same fluid, but showed nothing more than the usual reactions. 
Following the injection the patient became somnolent; the next day heart 
action was so frequent that the pulse could not be counted. Patient failed 
to respond to stimulation and died of heart failure that evening. 

At the autopsy were noted: pneumonic infiltration and oedema of the lungs, 
oedema of the brain and spinal cord, acute swelling of an already enlarged 
spleen, and slight parenchymatous swelling of liver and kidneys. The pleura, 
pericardium and spinal cord were the seats of capillary hemorrhages. The 
local disturbances in the lupus tissue were typical. 

An Extensive Case of Favus. 

Morris places on record ( British Journal of Dermatology, vol. iii.) an 
extremely unusual and extensive case of favus. The patient, a female, aged 
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thirty-seven years, when coming under observation was suffering with acute 
phthisis, of which she soon died. Upon examination the scalp, trunk, arms 
were found to he the seat of favus crusts; the scalp completely covered, the 
trunk to a great extent, and the arms to a less degree. The finger-nails were 
also invaded. The disease, according to the statement of the patient, began 
on the scalp fourteen yenrs previously, gradually involving the whole of that 
region; two months before coming under the writer’s observation the back 
became affected, and from that time the disease had rapidly invaded other 
parts of the trunk and arms. The several points of interest in this case are: 
the extensive area involved, the late age (twenty-three years) at which dis¬ 
ease firsthegan, the involvement of the nails, and its rapid spread during the 
last stage of phthisis. 

A Clinical Study of Pruritus Hiemalis. 

Corlett reports {Journal of Cutaneous and Qentto-urinary Diseases, vol. 
ix.) several cases of this disease—the so-called frost or winter itch. The 
author’s observations as summarized are in the main the experience of 
others: " 1. That the state of the general health has no (?) appreciable effect 
upon the pruritus. 2. The local irritation of the clothing, although capable 
of aggravating the malady, is not of itself able to produce it. 3. Meteoro¬ 
logical conditions appear to furnish the main etiological factor. These were 
most potent with a low temperature, low humidity and the wind blowing 
from the northwest. The greater the velocity of the wind, ca:teris paribus, 
the more severe the itching. 4. Pruritus hiemalis is not infrequently asso¬ 
ciated with other neuroses of the skin.” 

The author places little reliance upon internal treatment, inasmuch as, with 
the possible exception of ichthyol, it proved negative. The most efficient 
local measures employed, which are in the main necessarily palliative, con¬ 
sisted of resorcin, ichthyol and menthol lotions, the first named being usually 
of greatest benefit. ChaDge to a warm and humid climate, where also the 
temperature variations are but slight, is curative. 


Observations on Two Cases of Lurns treated by Koch’s 
Tuberculin. 

These two cases, reported by Leslie Phillips (British Journal of Derma¬ 
tology, vol. iii.), represent deep-seated and superficial types of the disease. 
In the former case the patient, a male, aged twenty-six years, exhibited the 
disease, of eight years' duration, on the cheek and ear. In the other—super¬ 
ficial case—the patient, a female child, aged three and a half years, presented 
two patches, one on the centre of the cheek, and the other on the dorsum of 
the hand; this latter was secondary, and was, the writer believed, due to 
auto-infection, the child having the habit of sleeping with this part of the 
hand curled under and applied to the cheek. Both cases were perseveringly 
treated by injections of tuberculin in increasing doses, with characteristic 
reaction. The result in the deep-seated variety was negative; in the super¬ 
ficial type—the child—the result was satisfactory, the two patches “ were 
smooth, pale-red in color, homogeneous in appearance, and entirely free from 
nodules, either in the cicatrix or in the margin.” Six weeks later, “ The scar 
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on the back of the hand is paler, and no suspicion of lupus present; but the 
periphery of the patch on the cheek is redder, and at one or two points are 
seen spots which suggest the return of lupous foci.” 
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Perforation of the Uterus following an Intra-uterine Douche ; 

Sublimate Poisoning. 

Gebhard {Zeit%chrift fur Geburtshufe und Gynakologie, Band xxi., Heft 
2) reports an interesting case in which intra-uterine douches were given 
to a multipara in the treatment of gonorrhoea. The patient was not pregnant 
at the time. While the third douche was being given the patient complained 
of pain in the abdomen, followed by giddiness, vomiting, and unconscious¬ 
ness. Rapid pulse, with pallid features and perspiration, followed her 
recovery from the shock of the injection. Symptoms of mercurial intoxica¬ 
tion, with bloody, mucous diarrhoea supervened ; the patient dying eight days 
after the injection. On post mortem examination two perforations of the 
uterus were found, admitting a uterine sound readily. The sublimate solu- 
tiou, 1 : 5000, had been absorbed by the peritoneum. Microscopic examina¬ 
tion of the kidneys showed the epithelium of the tubules infiltrated with an 
amorphous substance from which calcium crystals were readily produced by 
treating with sulphuric acid. 

Puerperal Psychoses, with Reference to Eclampsia. 

Olshausen (i&M.) reviews the literature of the puerperal psychoses with 
especial reference to the relation between them and eclampsia. He con¬ 
cludes that psychoses are not rare after eclampsia, developing usually from 
two to four days after the eclamptic outbreak. Hallucinations are con¬ 
stant, the derangement proceeds rapidly, without fever, and usually tends to 
eventuate in recovery. Mental derangement persisting for several months is 
rare after eclampsia. It is as yet impossible to say what cases of eclampsia 
especially predispose to psychoses; mental derangement follows various in¬ 
toxications, and among these are affections following chronic kidney lesions 
and unemia. 

Olshausen divides puerperal psychoses into: 1. Those following fever—in¬ 
fection psychoses. 2. Idiopathic, without fever or constitutional cause; 
under this head are included the greater part of the psychoses of the puer- 



